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MAY GIBBS CHRISTMAS  
GIFT BAGS 

EASY
 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• Fabric from ‘May Gibbs Christmas’ range 
(we used Gumnut Adventures Osnaburg 
fabric print)

 •  Small gift bag – finished size  
W 5.25” x 6.75” H (13.5x17cm),  
fits jewellery and small items

 •  Medium gift bag – finished size  
W 7.75” x H 8.75” (19.5x22cm),  
fits small books, DVD or video game

 •  Large gift bag – finished size  
W 11.25” x 11.75” H (28.5x28.5cm),  
fits small clothing item e.g. a t-shirt

• Ribbon 3/8” (1cm) wide for the ties

• Coordinating cotton thread

• Ruler

• Scissors

• Pins

• Sewing needle

• Sewing machine

• Iron and iron board

• Blunt tool for corners (e.g. a bamboo stick 
or chopstick)

• Safety pin for threading the ribbon through 
the casing

INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1 - Cut your fabric as follows:

 • Small gift bag – cut 2 strips 5.5” x 4” 

 • Medium gift bag – cut 2 strips 8” x 5”

 • Large gift bag – cut 2 strips 12” x 7” 

Step 2 - Overlock the raw edges of each 
strip of fabric.

Step 3 - With the pattern facing down of 
each strip, mark 1” (2.5cm) from the top 
and 1 ¾” (4.5cm) down - this leaves a gap to 
thread the ribbon through later. Place fabric 
strips right sides together and pin in place.

Step 4 - On each side, stitch from the top to 
the 1” (2.5cm) mark with a ¼″ (6mm) seam 
allowance and backstitch well. Leave a ¾” 
(2cm) and continue stitching from the 1 ¾” 
(4.5cm) mark down the side edge to the 
bottom and backstitch well. Stitch across 
the bottom and backstitch well.  

Step 5 - Clip the bottom corners.

Step 6 - At the top of the bag, open the side 
seams with your fingers. Fold the top edge 
over 1” (2.5cm) all the way around to align 
with the side seam openings and press with 
an iron.

Step 7 - Stitch around the bottom folded 
edge to form a casing, make sure the 
pattern is facing down. There is no need to 
leave a gap as the ribbon will be threaded 
through the gap in the side seam.

Step 8 -Turn the bag to the right side and 
use a bamboo skewer or chopstick to push 
the corners out. Press the bag with an iron.

Step 9 - Cut your ribbon in half and thread 
each piece through the gaps in the side 
seams using a safety pin. At each end, tie 
the ribbons together in a knot.

The information on this project sheet is presented in good faith, but no warranty  
is given, nor results guaranteed. Quantities and selections may vary at each store.  
Copyright Spotlight 2020.
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