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MACRAME LAMPSHADE

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 5 x 50m ‘Crafters Choice’ 6mm MACRAME 
CORD 100% Cotton (Shade)

• 1 x 50m ‘Crafters Choice’ 3mm MACRAME 
CORD 100% Cotton (Hanging Cord)

• 1 Pkt 38mm Silver Rings

• 1 x 75mm Galvanised Ring

• 1 x 200mm Galvanised Ring

• 3 x 300mm Galvanised Ring

TOOLS

• Scissors, Tape Measure

• Rubber Bands - to hold wrapped cords, 
with more taken out as needed.

• Sticky Tape can be used to wrap around 
the ends to prevent fraying.

Finished size: 75cms (not including hanging 
cord).

KNOTS USED (with Abbreviations)

Overhand Knot (O.K)

Larks Head Knots on Mounting Cord (L.H. 
& M.C)

Half Knot and Square Knot (H.K. & S.K)

Alternating rows of Square Knots

Diagonal Double Half Hitches Left and Right. 
(D.D.H.H(R&L)

Horizontal Double Half Hitch Left and Right. 
(H.D.H.H(R&L)

 
Vertical Half hitch (V.S.H.H(R&L)

ADVANCED
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Note- Due to the bulky nature of the Cord, 
many Half Hitch Knots are only worked as a 
single. These will need to be tighten as work 
progresses to lock in place and keep even.

ADDITIONAL ABBREVIATIONS

W.C. – Working Cords, term given to cords 
to make knots.

F.C. – Filler Cords, term given to cords that 
knots are made around.

INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1 - Cut 4 Lengths 5 metres long.

Step 2 - Group these 4 cords together, find 
the midway point and work 3 S.K on either 
side of midway point. 6 S.K.in total.

Step 3 - Fold in half and place a 38mm ring 
over the top and sit below the last knots on 
each side.

Step 4 - Attach the cord to the ring using a 
H.S.H.H knot.

Step 5 - Cut 4 Lengths 5 metres long.

Step 6 - Fold lengths in half and attach 2 
each side of the knots, using a reverse L.H. 
knot. 16 W.C. in total.

Step 7 - Take 2 cords and work 5 alternating 
V.D.H.H. knots starting with the knot 
worked to the left.

Step 8 - Repeat for remaining cords. 8 sets 
in all.

Step 9 - Place the 75mm ring over the top 
and sit below the last knots worked.

Step 10 - Attach the cord to the ring using a 
H.S.H.H knot.

Step 11 - Cut 8 Lengths 3.5 metres long.

Step 12 - Fold lengths in half and attach 
8 new cords in between each existing set, 
using a reverse L.H. knot. 32 W.C. in total.

Step 13 - Take 2 cords (ensuring one is 
from and the new set and one from the old 
set) and work 5 alternating V.D.H.H. knots 
starting with the knot worked to the right.

Step 14 - Repeat for remaining cords. 16 sets 

in all.

Step 15 - Place the 20mm ring over the top 
and sit below the last knots worked.

Step 16 - Attach the cord to the ring using a 
H.S.H.H knot.

Step 17 - Cut 16 Lengths 3 metres long.

Step 18 - Fold lengths in half and attach 
16 new cords in between each existing set, 
using a reverse L.H. knot. 64 W.C. in total.

Step 19 - Take 2 cords (ensuring one is 
from and the new set and one from the old 
set) and work 5 alternating V.D.H.H. knots 
starting with the knot worked to the left.

Step 20 - Repeat for remaining cords. 32 
sets in all.

Step 21 - Place a 300mm ring over the top 
and sit below the last knots worked.

Step 22 - Attach the cord to the ring using a 
H.S.H.H knot.

Step 23 - Cut 32 Lengths 2.4 metres long.

Step 24 - Fold lengths in half and attach 
32 new cords in between each existing set, 
using a reverse L.H. knot. 128 W.C. in total.

Step 25 - Take 4 cords(1 from the old, 2 new 
and 1 old) and work a S.K. Continue around 
the frame.

Step 26 - Work one more row of S.K. 
alternating.

Note - Up until now, attaching a ring has 
been with single half hitch, then the knots in 
the next section keep these from slipping. 
The pattern now shifts and double will be 
incorporated but not on every stitch due to 
the bulky nature of the cord used.

Step 27 - Place a 300mm ring over the top 
or the cords (from underneath) to sit below 
the last knots worked. 

Step 28 - Attach the cord to the ring using 
a H.S.H.H knot. Repeat for 3 cords then a 
H.D.H.H on the last cord of each S.K.

Step 29 - Work is divided into 8 equal parts 
of 16, group by following down from the S.K. 
above to keep symmetrical. Take the 8th 

The information on this project sheet is presented in good faith, but no warranty  
is given, nor results guaranteed. Quantities and selections may vary at each store.  
Copyright Spotlight 2020.



as a F.C. and lay on a diagonal across W.C. 
1-7 (about 5cms down). With cord 7 work 
a D.D.H.H.L, with cord 6 work a D.S.H.H.L. 
alternate from double to single to cord 1.

Step 30 - Take the 9th as a F.C. and lay on 
a diagonal across cords W.C.10-16 (about 
5cms down). With cord 10 work a D.D.H.H.R, 
with cord 11 work a D.S.H.H.L. alternate from 
double to single to cord 16.

Step 31 - With centre 4 cords work a S.K. 
With centre 6 cords work a S.K. with outer 
W.C. forming the knot and the centre 4 as 
F.C. With centre 4 cords for another S.K.

Step 32 - Repeat around shade with each 
group of 16 cords.

Step 33 - Cross over the F.C. at the 
intersection of each group. This now forms 
new groups of 16.

Step 34 - Close each shape to form a 
diamond by laying the 1st cord diagonally 
across cords 2-8, With cord 2 work a 
D.D.H.H.R, with cord 3 work a D.S.H.H.R, 
alternate from double to single to cord 8.

Step 35: Lay cord 16 diagonally to the left 
across cords 9-15, With cord 15 work a 
D.D.H.H.L, with cord 14 work a D.S.H.H.R, 
alternate from double to single to cord 9.

Step 36 - Place a 300mm ring over the top 
or the cords (from underneath) to sit below 
the last knots worked. 

Step 37 - Attach the cord to the ring using 
a H.S.H.H knot. Repeat for 3 cords then a 
H.D.H.H on the 4th cord, repeat around the 
ring.

Step 38 - Following down from the diamond 
shapes above, leave the 4 cords centred 
over the point free from knots. Work 3 S.K. 
over next 12 cords. Repeat around shade.

Step 39 - Work in alternating S.K to a point, 
therefore next row will be 2 S.K. below each 
set of 3, then 1 S.K. below each set of 2. 8 
points in all.

FINISHING

Step 40 - Working with groups of 8 cords, 
where the points form 8 with the middle 
cords, and the 2 outer cords are grouped 
with the 4 free cords. Tie O.K. as follows: 
leave centre 4 cords loose, take 4 outer (2 
from each side) and work and O.K. around 
the 4 cords by taking all cords through the 
middle of the O.K. tighten either close to the 
ring or just below the S.K.s

Step 41 - Trim cords to be 20cms below the 
O.K. on the S.K point. And 15cms on the 
O.K. only group.

Hanging Cord (finished length approx. 
150cms)

Step 42 - Hanging Cord, Cut 2 lengths at 10 
metres, and 1 at 3.3 metres.

Step 43 - Fold 2 long cords with so 1 side is 
8.3 metres and 1 side is 1.7 metres. Attached 
to the ring using an O.K. ensuring long 
length is to the outside. Fold short cord 
in half and attach in the centre of there 2 
cords.

Step 44 - Working a S.K. only with outer 
long cords as W.C. and middle cords as F.C. 
continue to end, work will twist as more 
knots are made.

Step 45 - Tie off the end with an O.K to 
secure. Trim ends.
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